
Explore-Experiment-Create

KS2 VE Day – Flypast mobile

Chocks away for 
VE Day

YOU WILL NEED
Materials: 
• Thin card or Cardboard 
• Cotton or nylon thread
• Two sticks
• Tape or string 
• Sharp pencil
• Paint - (cereal box)

Equipment: 
• Brushes / Water pot / Palette
• Craft Knife
• Scissors
• Thick needle

HANDY HINTS/TOP TIPS
• Scrap card can also be used as a paint palette
• Whilst waiting for bits to dry, why not have a go 
at one of the worksheets in this series
• Have some kitchen roll to hand when painting

A hole is needed in the 
top of each plane. Make 

a hole with a needle and 
thread through your cotton.  
**Handy hint - use a blob of 
blue tack on the reverse side 
to protect any surfaces from 
getting scratched. 

5 Cut out your 
clouds and 

paint them white. 
Three is a good 
number to make.
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Gather your materials 
together. You could 

choose to paint your aircraft 
or leave them as plain card / 
cardboard. Guidance for 
colouring in planes can be 
found on the templates 
page. Or why not come up 
with your own designs?

Cut out the slots 
for the main 

wings and the tail 
wings. Make sure there 
is an adult available to 
help do this.

1

3 If you are 
going to 

paint the aircraft 
do it before you 
assemble the 
parts. When they 
are dry put them 
together.
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When using scissors, needles or knives, 
make sure you have an adult to help you.

Hundreds of RAF (Royal Air Force) 
aircraft took part in the VE Day flypast 
on 8th June 1946. It featured some of 
their most important planes including 
the Spitfire and Lancaster. 
Let’s colour in and create a mobile 
celebrating VE day using spitfires.

Use the 
templates 

provided. Cut 
them out and 
place them on to 
your card. Draw 
around & cut out 
the sections of 
each plane.  
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Tie the two 
sticks together 

and make a loop in 
your thread to hang 
the mobile from.

Template - Spitfire

7 Attach your 
planes and 

clouds to the sticks. 
Vary the lengths at 
which the aircraft and 
clouds hang down. You 
now have your VE Day 
flypast mobile.
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Camouflage on aircraft helped to 
make them more difficult to see from 
below and above. Looking at the 
Spitfire from below it merged into 
England’s typically grey skies. Its 
colours changed when it was used in 
other parts in the world, such as the 
desert, or at sea. What colours do you 
think it would be painted to 
camouflage it in these places?
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Template - Clouds

Spotter Guide

Spotter guides were compact books that provided information on aircraft used during the war. 
It helped pilots and people on the ground recognise whether an aircraft was friend or foe. 
Some of the most iconic British and German aircraft that took part in World War II appear below. 
Would you be able to recognise the plane and which country they were from?

A versatile, high-speed, and long-range fighter-bomber that could also be used for 

reconnaissance, anti-shipping, and transport. 

Construction: Primarily made of plywood with a balsa wood core 

Speed: One of the fastest aircraft in the world when it was introduced in 1941 

Range: Could carry up to 4,000 lbs of bombs 

Roles: Fighter, bomber, reconnaissance, anti-shipping, and transport 

This was the second most produced fighter plane in World War II. 

It was designed with a small frame and a powerful engine. Design: Single-engine, single-seat, low-wing fighter.

Performance: Top speed of around 385 mph / Maximum ceiling of 37,895 ft.

Armament: 1x 30mm MK 108 or 20mm MG 151 cannon / 

2x 13mm MG 131 machine guns in wing or pods

The aircraft measured almost 54 feet (16.5 m) in length and had a wingspan of just over 74 feet (22.5 m). He 111s were powered by two Junkers Jumo 12-cylinder engines capable of 1,350 hp (1007 kW). 

SpecificationsIt measured almost 54 feet (16.5 m) in length and had a wingspan of just over 74 feet (22.5 m). He 111s were powered by two Junkers Jumo 12-cylinder engines capable of 1,350 hp (1007 kW). The bombers had a top speed of between 225 and 260 mph (365 to 420 km/h).

A small highly manoeuvrable aeroplane. Both exceedingly fast and agile it had 

one seat and as a fighter aircraft it was fitted with machine guns in its wings for 

shooting down enemy aircraft in the skies.

Size: 29 ft 11 in long, 36 ft 10 in wingspan, 11 ft 4.75 in high.

Engine: Rolls-Royce Merlin, with varying horsepower depending on the model. 

Armament: Hispano 20mm cannons and Browning .303 machine guns.

A  mid-wing design with a twin tail, it was powered by four 1,460-horsepower 

Merlins, had a wingspan of 102 feet (31 metres), and was 69 feet (21 metres) 

long. It was operated by a basic crew of seven, including the pilot, copilot, 

bombardier, navigator, radioman, and gunners.Notable missions 
The Dam Busters Raid in 1943.

Operation Manna in 1945, dropping food in the Netherlands.

Operation Exodus in 1945, bringing home prisoners of war.

ANSWERS:  1. Mosquito  2. Messerschmitt  3. Spitfire  4. Heinkel  5. Lancaster
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MOSQUITO
Multi-seat Fighter

SPITFIRE
Fighter

LANCASTER

Bomber

HEINKEL
Bomber

MESSERSCHMITT

Fighter


