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Why did the Romans invade Britain? 

 

Over 2,000 years ago, the Romans first arrived in Britain. Although that was way back in the past, 
many clues still survive which tell us what life was like during Roman times. 
 
From the remains of ancient forts to the jewellery, letters and household items still being dug up by 
archaeologists today. We can find out brilliant details of what they ate, what their homes looked 
like and even what they did for fun. 
 
And thanks to a book written all those years ago by the famous Roman commander, Julius 
Caesar, we also know one reason why the Romans wanted to come to Britain in the first place - 
they wanted to make use of the amazing natural resources to be found here. 
 
Caesar wrote, "The Britons have a huge number of cattle, they use gold coins or iron bars as their 
money, and produce tin and iron." That description helps to explain why Caesar and his army 
decided to pile over here to Britain to try to invade. Rome wanted to get its hand on all those 
British resources to make itself even richer.  
 
Back then, before the Romans invaded, we didn't have one king or queen ruling over the nation. 
Britain was made up of different groups, or tribes, known as the Celts or native Britons.  
 
We get an idea of what the native Britons looked like thanks to a description of them in here. But 
do remember, of course, they were Caesar's enemy, so his opinion might be a little bit one-
sided. 
 
"All Britons used woad to dye their bodies a blue colour, which makes them terrifying when 
they are fighting in battle." 
 

The Celts also put lime in their hair to make it stiff and thick, which made them look even more 
ferocious. "They used their chariots in battle, steering them in all directions while hurling their 
weapons, generally causing the enemy to separate apart. Then one of the warriors leaps from the 
chariot and fights on foot."  
 

It was all just too much for Caesar. He invaded the country twice, but he never actually 
managed to take over. That would have to wait until 100 years later when the Emperor Claudius 
tried again and this time, he succeeded. And that is how we became part of the Roman Empire. 
 
 


