
  

HOW DID SO MANY SOLDIERS SURVIVE THE TRENCHES? 

Video transcript – Introduction 

 

This is Second Lieutenant Percy Boswell. On the 1st July 1916 he was gunned down 

as he crossed No Man’s Land. He was just 22 years old when he was killed. Percy 

was one of the unlucky ones to charge over the top at the Battle of the Somme. 

A young man travels from his home in South London. He fights bravely in foreign 

fields only to lose his life. Percy's story might convince us that most soldiers in the 

trenches met a similar fate. 

So how was it that 88 per cent of British trench-fighting soldiers actually survived? 

We shouldn’t forget the sacrifice of those that didn’t. But why did so many avoid 

Percy’s fate? 

British soldiers constantly moved around the trench system – meaning more often 

than not they were kept from the dangers of enemy fire. 

Being up here in the firing line was rare. Being up here and being asked to go over 

the top was even rarer. In many ways Percy was one of the unlucky few. The more 

typical experience for the British Tommy would have been a life of boredom and 

regular routine. 
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